
STUDENT SUCCESS STORIES 
ome INCubatoredu teams find success 

in launching businesses – here are a 

couple stories: 

 
GreenDirt started as five high 

school students with a vision 

to make an impact on the 

world. After joining Conant 

High School’s Business 

Incubator class in Hoffman 

Estates, Illinois, we decided to 

take on the problem of food waste. After working 

tirelessly with our local business mentor David 

Wolff, owner of Wolff’s Flea Market and teacher 

Tony Miller, we won our school pitch. We were 

selected for the IncubatorEDU national pitch, and 

out of a pool 500+ teams, we were named the #1 

team in the nation, receiving more funding with a 

real chance to make an impact on the world. 

https://www.gre  endirtcompost.com/ 

 

Skunk Aid 

The idea behind Skunk Aid 

began in a Buffalo Grove 

High School incubatoredu 

classroom. One of the first 

tasks for every group in the 

class was to create “Bug Me” 

lists, which required students to write down 

problems they faced in their everyday lives. One 

student came in with a situation that each member 

could painfully relate to: her dog got skunked. 

Teammates agreed how hard it was to 

successfully clean the dog without harming them 

from the different ingredients and have an easy 

process while doing it. They began researching 

different remedies that people would use after 

their pet was skunked and discovered that the key 

to many of the solutions was neutralizing the 

skunk oil. So, they decided that we should try and 

create our own treatment. 

https://buyskunkaid.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

GENERATE BUSINESS IDEAS 

Work on a team 

Determine target customers  
and the best way to reach them 

Calculate revenue and expenses 

Learn about funding 

Build a prototype 

Determine how to market a product 

Pesent your sales pitch 

 

SIGN UP FOR BUSINESS 

TODAY! 
 

 

 

 

 

Brenda Dolloff, Instructor 
dolloffb@westbrookschools.org 

(207) 854-0820 Ext. 4500 
 
 

S 

https://buyskunkaid.com/


NCubatoredu offers students an authentic 

entrepreneurship experience. Real 

entrepreneurs and business experts serve 

as volunteer coaches and mentors guiding 

student teams through the processes of 

developing hypotheses about a business 

concept, testing those hypotheses, adapting, 

and continually learning and improving. This 

cycle of experimentation is combined with 

foundational business content such as 

marketing and finance. 

 

STUDENTS LEARN BY DOING 
Students demonstrate their learning through 

explanation, interpretation and application of 

content to their team’s real business idea. 

Principles and process from the LEAN 

movement help students test their thinking. 

From concept to Minimum Viable Product to 

Pitch, students are hypothesizing, testing, 

adapting and learning. Importantly, they work 

and learn in teams. 

 

Students will develop skills necessary for our 

world’s 21st century economy: 

 

 adaptability 

 collaboration 

 critical thinking 

 creativity 

 problem solving 

 
 

 

 

 

 

STUDENTS LEARN FROM EXPERTS 

Volunteer coaches, mentors, and the 

classroom teacher. Coaches provide authentic 

business expertise in a specific area. They 

come into the classroom for a short period of 

time (2-4 

days) to 

provide all 

students 

with a real-

world 

context for 

a specific 

curricular 

area.  

 

Mentors are assigned to one team and follow 

them through the entire process providing 

students with feedback and encouragement. 

The classroom manages the class and 

volunteers as well as provides continuity. 

 

STUDENTS LEARN HOW TO MONETIZE 
THEIR PASSIONS 
INCubatoredu creates a foundational 

experience for high school students who will 

study entrepreneurship or business in college 

as well as for those students who enter the 

workforce after graduating from high school.  

 

 
 
 

WHY ENTREPRENEURSHIP? 
Entrepreneurial skills are valuable to 

students, whether they see themselves going 

into business or not. 

 

Entrepreneurs must think 

creatively and originally, solve 

complex problems and be 

resilient in the face of failure.  

They must be able to 

collaborate, thrive in 

ambiguity and be accountable 

to others. 

 

In the real world, where simple answers are 

few and far between, where change is 

constant, competition is fierce, and the 

careers of tomorrow aren’t yet known, 

students armed with an entrepreneur’s toolkit 

will have a distinct advantage over students 

who are used to simply “doing” school. 

 

Ultimately, entrepreneurship is about 

turning ideas into reality and using those 

ideas to change the world.  INCubatoredu 

prepares students for the complexity of the 

challenges facing the world today. 

 

The power of Entrepreneurial Education - 

An academic perspective 

 

I 

CREATE YOUR OWN JOB! 

In this year-long course, 

students have the opportunity 

to create and fully develop 

their own product or service. 


